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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). tn no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

^)M Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on 27 September 2006 . 
2a)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)KI This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-19,21-39 and 41 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) KI Claim(s) 1-19, 21-39, and 41 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: 3)\Z\ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) Including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152, 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 

The RCE filed on September 27, 2006 has been processed. A non-final action 
follows below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 12-13 and 32-33 are rejected, because "entity" lacks antecedent basis in 
the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-19, 21-39, and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Delfer (5,496,991). 

Delfer discloses a method and corresponding device for automated remittance 
comprising enabling a payor to authorize a payment due on the receipt to a payee, 
associating the payment with the payment remittance information, communicating the 
payment instructions directly to the payee to initiate payment of the amount, wherein the 
payment remittance information is arranged within a data structure, the data structure 
comprising one or more open data fields to hold data that the pavor can enter and the 
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payment remittance information further comprises a structured remittance data that is 
kept hidden from the payee (col. 5, line 35 to col.6, line 55); storing a receipt and a 
payment remittance information in a memory, the payment information comprising a 
structured remittance data that is kept hidden from a payee, presenting the receipt to 
the payee without revealing the structured remittance data, enabling the payor to 
specify payment instructions comprising at least an amount to be paid on the receipt 
and an account at a payor from which to draw the amount while prohibiting the payor 
from altering data contained in the structured remittance data, associating the payment 
instructions with the structured remittance data, communicating the payment 
instructions from the memory to the payor to initiate payment of the amount, and 
routing the amount to a payee (col.5, line 35 to col.6, line 55); presenting the receipt to 
the payee without revealing the structured remittance data, communicating payment 
instructions to a payor to initiate payment of an amount to be paid on the receipt, and 
routing the amount to a payee, wherein the enabling the entity comprises specifying 
the payment instructions comprising at least the amount and an account at the payor 
from which to draw the amount (col.5, line 35 to col.6, line 55); communicating the 
receipt and the payment remittance information to at least an intermediary (col.5, line 35 
to col.6, line 55); the receipt is selected from the group, consisting era traffic ticket, a 
citation, a utility bill, a court ticket, a court warrant, hospital receipt, a rental receipt, a 
property tax receipt, a property transfer tax receipt, a business permits receipt, a 
business license receipt, a business license renewal receipt, an administrative citation 
receipt, a facility rental receipt, a class sign-up receipt, a building permit receipt, a 
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planning receipt, an airport use receipt, a roads and highway receipt, a fire department 
receipt, a waste disposal receipt, a recycling waste bill, a marriage license receipt, a 
birth certificate receipt, a death certificate receipt, a lien receipt, a passport application 
receipt, a passport renewal receipt, a visa application receipt, a visa renewal receipt, a 
land development maps receipt, an United States Geological Service Maps Division 
receipt, an Internal Revenue Service receipt, a State Tax Board receipt, a Driver's 
license renewal receipt, a Vehicle License tags renewal receipt, a car insurance 
receipt, an electric bill, a phone bill, a gas bill, a water receipt, a business tax receipt 
and a parking ticket; and wherein the media optionally comprises a memory device 
storing a program and is selected from the group consisting of a computer, a cellular 
telephone, a portal, a network, Internet, smart cards, a wireless access device, smart 
crystals, hand-held display screens, fiber optics, digital optical readers, digital print 
readers, a broadband network, a DVD-ROM, a CD-RW, a telecommunication line cord, 
a bio-crystal network, bar codes. Secure Sockets Layer, Hyper text Socket Layer, data 
crystals, artificial intelligence, laser scanners and computer- executable instructions 
(col. 5, line 35 to col.6, line 55); the communicating payment instructions to a payor is 
performed electronically (col.5, line 35 to col.6, line 55); the communicating the receipt 
and the payment remittance information is performed electronically (col.5, line 35 to 
col.6, line 55); the routing the amount is performed electronically (col.5, line 35 to col.6, 
line 55); the presenting the receipt is performed electronically (col.5, line 35 to col.6, line 
55); the payor is selected from the group consisting of a bank, an entity and a credit 
card facility (col.5, line 35 to col.6, line 55); the payee is selected from the group 
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consisting of an intermediary, a government agency, a government department, a 
business, citizens and a collection agency (col. 5, line 35 to coL6, line 55); enabling the 
entity further compi^ises specifying a payment date (coL5, line 35 to col. 6, line 55); 
routing the amount to a payee is without intervention of the entity (col. 5, line 35 to col. 6, 
line 55); designating the payee (coL5, line 35 to col.6, line 55); submitting the 
payment instructions an account clearing house payment system or a credit card 
processing system (col.5, line 35 to col. 6, line 55); communicating non-billing 
information with the receipt (col.5, line 35 to col. 6, line 55); encrypting the receipt 
and the payment instructions (col.5, line 35 to col. 6, line 55); digitally signing the 
receipt (col.5, line 35 to col. 6, line 55); and authenticating the receipt (col.5, line 35 to 
col. 6, line 55). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-19, 21-39, and 41 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lalita M. Hamilton whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 6743. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday (6:30-2:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supen/isor, Kalinowski Alexander can be reached on (571) 272-6771. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/721,728 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 3691 

Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toil-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Lalita M. Hamilton 
Primary Examiner, 3691 




